A new syndrome: the pseudo-entrapment of the popliteal artery and tibial nerve.
The pseudo-entrapment syndrome is caused by kinking of the popliteal artery and vein, and/or of the common tibial nerve, and occasionally of the common fibular nerve. The clinical symptoms are similar to the symptoms found in the entrapment syndrome. The kinking in pseudo-entrapment is caused by one or more transverse fibrous bands, resulting in calf pain and distress. The assessment of this new syndrome is made only by Doppler ultrasound being adequate and accurate. The treatment is surgical consisting in division and resection of the fibrous bands. The results achieved early and late postoperatively are excellent. This syndrome is till now not defined, disregarded and underdiagnosed, so that it is justified to consider it as a new syndrome.